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Is Local Church Membership Scriptural?

Scripture Reading:

 Acts 2:36-47
Introduction


First and Foremost:  The universal membership of every NT believer, from Pentecost to the Rapture in the Body of Christ


I Cor 12:12-13


No explicit teaching of membership for a local church organization, but the NT Scriptures    do reveal local church membership by implication.

Local Church Membership Implied by Two Words  (Acts 1:14; Acts 2:42,46)

“to continue steadfastly”



proskarterew



Strongly holding on to


“with one accord”



omoqumadon



On the same page, with a mental passion
All in the local Church at Jerusalem…


held on strongly to the apostle’s doctrine and fellowship 



Acts 2:42


Had the same mental passion towards spiritual truths



Acts 1:14, 46
Three Examples of Local Church Membership in Action


This agreement of doctrine and fellowship was demonstrated by the 
membership of local NT churches in the decisions the members made:



1) The local church membership at Jerusalem’s choice of ministry 



administrators. 




Acts 5:1-6 



2)  The local church membership at Antioch’s chose delegates to 



send to the Jerusalem Council.




Acts 15:1-2



3)  The local church membership at Corinth exercised discipline 



over a fellow member.

 


I Cor 5:1-12

Conclusion


Local church membership is simply a mutual recognition of one another’s:


Salvation



Doctrine



Desire to serve one another in a common locality

