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The Purpose of the Heavenly New Jerusalem:  To Display the Bride

Scripture Reading:

 Revelation 21:9-27

Introduction


I John 3:2 describes the glorification of the church to be like Christ’s glorified 
humanity.


The New Jerusalem demonstrates that glory.

The Size and Shape of the City


3 equal dimensions



One stadia = 582 ft x 12,000 = ~1320 miles


Shape = ‘foursquare’ (4-cornered)



Not a sphere




It has a wall and foundations



Not a cube




It has a wall at it’s base



Some sort of pyramid?

The Wall, Foundation, and Gates


The Wall (Rev 21:2,17,18a)



144 cubits x 18 inches = 2592 inches= 216 ft



Material make-up:  Jasper (like diamond)


The 12 Foundations of the Wall(Rev 21:14,19-20)



The names of the 12 church apostles on each layer of the foundation 




They are apostles of the Lamb 





I Pet 1:19-20




They are apostles by gifting, not by appointment





Eph 4:11, Eph 2:20


The 12 precious stones of the 12 foundations



1st   Jasper  

(clear diamond)



2nd    Sapphire 
(translucent blue)


3rd    Chalcedony 
(a hue of green)


4th    Emerald  
(bright, translucent green)



5th    Sardonyx 
(layered red and white)


6th    Sardius

(blood red)


7th    Chrysolite
(a hue of yellow)


8th    Beryl

(translucent sea-green)


9th    Topaz

(greenish-yellow)

         10th   Chrysoprasus
(apple-green)


         11th   Jacinth

(bluish-purple)

         12th   Amethyst

(translucent purple/violet)

The Gates (Rev 21:12-13, 21, 25)



Number




12 gates: each named after one tribe of Israel



Position




3 gates on each side of the 4 walls





Ezek 48:31-34



Material




Each gate is a single pearl (21:21a)





cf Matt 13:45-46



Usage




Never shut




Guarded by angels (vs 12, 27)

Conclusion 


The Heavenly Jerusalem demonstrates the beauty of the glorified Church.


The Church displays the glory of God’s work of salvation and therefore glorifies the Father, Son and Holy Spirit the exalted source of all glory.

