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God’s Will and World-System Government in the Book of Acts

Scripture Reading:

Acts 4:1-31

Introduction


Jesus acknowledged Satan’s control of world governments, but also the over-riding authority and plans of the Father.  


The book of Acts records God’s continuing authority to carry our His perfect plan in spite of world governments. 


Rom 13:1


Acts 4:23-29

God’s Determinative Will Protects from the Danger of Government 


Jesus’ authority to prevent and allow His own death



Jn 10:17-18; 19:10-11



Acts 4:27-28 (cf Ps 2:1-2)


Jesus protected from an untimely death



Lk 4:28-20



Jn 7:30: 8:30, 59: 10:31,39

God’s Determinative Will Rescues from the Dangers of Government


The Apostles rescued from prison



Acts 5:17-21a


Peter rescued from prison



Acts 12:3-11 (cf Jn 21:18-19a)

Paul rescued from imprisonment and death in Damascus



II Cor 11:32-33


Paul and Silas rescued from prison in Philippi



Acts 16:25-26


Paul’s rescue resume



II Cor 11:23-27



II Tim 4:16-17

God’s Determinative Will to Allow the Death of a Believer by Government  (Rom 14:7-9)


Stephen



Acts 7:59-60


James



Acts 12:2


Paul



II Tim 4:6-8

Conclusion


God’s determined program is being carried out even to this present moment!


For us today:



Grow in grace




II Pet 3:18



Live out the Life of Christ




Phil 2:15




Eph 5:8


Be ready always for an answer/defense to everyone asking you a reason 


(word) concerning the hope that is in you!



I Pet 3:15




“be ready” by means of setting apart Christ as Lord in your 



hearts

