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Peter and Paul Deal with Government in the Book of Acts

Scripture Reading:

Acts 16:35-40
Introduction


Acts 4:23-29 is the key passage in the book of Acts that explains the Christian’s dealings with governments of the Satanic world-system.


Proverbs 21:1 reveals that God ultimately controls the hearts of government leaders in order to glorify Himself  (cf Ex 9:13-16). 

Peter’s Dealings with Government


1st imprisonment



Acts 5:17-20


The death of James



Acts 12:1-2


2nd imprisonment



Acts 12:3-17


Peter’s 2nd departure from prison



Acts 12:17
Paul’s Dealings with Government 


Paul exercised his Roman citizenship in Philippi



Acts 16:35-40



To publicly demonstrate his innocence 




cf Acts 24:16



To remain and encourage the brethren




Acts 16:40

Paul’s brethren pay ‘security’ (sufficient / enough) to the Thessalonican politarchs (city 
rulers)



Acts 17:5-9


The Corinthian proconsul dismisses the Jew’s charges against Paul and allows the Greeks to beat the leader of the synagogue before his Bema Seat.


Acts 18:12-17


The Ephesian city clerk reasoned the mob into quietness 



Acts 19:35-59



cf Rom 13:3 


Government soldiers rescue Paul from death



Acts 21:30-32


Paul exercises his Roman citizenship in order to prevent being scourged



Acts 22:24-29


Paul protected from the Jerusalem Jews by the Romans on several more occasions



Acts 23:10 




From being pulled in pieces  



Acts 23:12-24




From 70 assassins:  Rome used 470 soldiers to 




      

protect Paul



Acts 25:9 




From the offer to the Jews by governor Festus 




  


to send Paul back to Jerusalem for trial





Paul appeals to Caesar's court  (vs 10-12)

Paul received an escort to Rome by one of Caesar Augustus’ own centurions.


Paul evangelizes and writes NT epistles for 2 years from his own ‘rental’ home in 
Rome



Acts 28:16, 30-31


cf Phil 1:12-13, 4:22

Conclusion

What God has determined, will come to pass regardless of world-system 
government



Acts 4:28 , 23:11


Believers today, like Paul, can use government on occasion to accomplish God’s will, 
in God’s way!



I Cor 7:20-22, 31
