The Seven Trumpet Judgments of Revelation 8
Interpretive Reminders concerning the Seven Trumpets

· This context (Rev 8) does not give allowance for symbolic interpretation

· As the 10 plagues on Egypt were literal

· We must limit ourselves to the text and other corroborating Scripture

· There is no great detail given in the explanation of each trumpet

The Purpose of the Seven Trumpets 


· To grab the attention of ‘earth-dwellers’

· To protect Israel

· By distracting Israel’s enemies

· Read Exodus 7-9

· To announce Christ’s coming and ruling

· Rev 11:15

The First Trumpet  (Rev 8:7)

· Action


Hail and fire mixed with blood cast unto the Earth

· Result


One-third of the trees and all of green grass 

(in the one-third area) are burned up

*Note:  ‘one-third’ is used 10x in vss 7-12

The Second Trumpet  (Rev 8:8,9)

· Action


‘…as a great mountain burning was cast into the sea’

· Result

a third part of the sea became blood


a third part of sea creatures die


a third part of the ships were destroyed
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The Third Trumpet  (Rev 8:10,11)

· Action


A great burning star fell from heaven upon one-third 

of the rivers and fountains (fresh water)

· Result


These waters become poisoned


Many men died 

*cf Exodus 7:19-25
The Fourth Trumpet
(Rev 8:12)

· Action

· A third part of the sun, moon, and stars are darkened

· Result

· The day and the night are shortened by one-third (4 hrs each)

· Matt 24:21-22

· Not LESS days, but SHORTER days

· Rev 16:8-9 

· cf Isa 30:26

· Isaiah 24:17-20

Definitive Length of the Great Tribulation

· Rev 11:2  42 mos

· Rev 11:3  1260 days

· Rev 12:6
 1260 days


· Rev 12:14 ‘time, times, and half a time’

· Rev 13:5  42 months

· Dan 7:25  ‘time, times, and the dividing of times’

· Dan 9:27  ‘in the middle of the week.’

· Dan 12:9-13 1290 days, 1335 days
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