The Struggle to Think Correctly 
THINKING:  THE FOUNDATION OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE  - pt 3
Introduction

The Mosaic law was given to Israel, acting in proxy for all mankind, in order to aggravate their sin nature into expressing its utter wretchedness   (Rom 5:20, 7:13)

The 10th commandment was the greatest burden to their sin nature, “Thou shalt not covet.”   (Rom 7:7)   covet = KJV ‘lust’             “Don’t even think about it!” 
Even under grace we can experience a struggle to think correctly, because believers still possess sin natures that “war against the soul”   (I Pet 2:11)
  Correct Thinking Can Experience  Conflict  (Romans 7)
Conflicting evil thoughts can occur in the heart


Matt 15:18-19

The conflict between the Holy Spirit and the flesh


Gal 5:17
The course of evil lust and temptation (Jam 1:14-15)

Lust

Temptation

Lust conceived 


a determination to act unrighteously


called a ‘trespass’  (‘offence’ in KJV, Rom 5:15)

Act of sin 


NO GUILT while unrighteous thoughts remain in heart!

Physical death


If sin not confessed and allowed to continue (I Jn 1:9)
The course of VICTORY over the sin nature 

Realize the presence of lust or temptation in the mind

Count it all joy  (James 1:2) 


Because of the potential ‘crown of life’ for enduring the temptation (James 1:12)

Use God’s way of escape (from yielding to the temptation  -  I Cor 10:13)


By reckoning (counting as a fact) your death and resurrection in Christ  (Rom 6:11)


While continuing to reckon, present to God your affected bodily members here on 


     earth as weapons of righteousness  (Rom 6:13; Col 3:5)


The HS will put to death the (potential) practices of the body (Rom 8:13) 
Correct Thinking Involves Cleansing
Cleansing ourselves

By using God’s way of escape  (II Cor 7:1)
God’s cleansing

When we yield to temptation and produce an act of sin, we need to confess that act of sin to 
God.  

He will forgive that sin

He will cleanse all the unrighteousness that led up to that act of sin  (I Jn 1:9)

Correct Thinking Involves God’s Enabling  (Phil 1:6)
God energizes us in order to do His good pleasure


Phil 2:12-13

God will set a guard over your hearts and minds


Phil 4:6-7

Correct Thinking Involves Growth
Growth in grace

II Pet 3:18

Being an ongoing ‘learner’ (disciple)

Jn 15:8, 8:31

Correct Thinking Involves Forgetting  (Phil 3:12-14)
Forgetting what is behind (failures from personal experiences of unrighteousness)


cf II Pet 3:5

While reaching ahead (for the ‘high calling of God in Christ Jesus)   vs 14
CONCLUSION   (Phil 4:8)

When our thinking is defended, protected, cleansed and enabled, then we can focus with ease on things that are:
· True



· Sensible

· Just

· Pure

· Lovely

· Well-reported

· Virtuous

· Praise-worthy
These are a prelude to the performance of our good works.
 (Phil 4:9; Eph 2:10)
