
Scripture Reading:

•Philippians 4:10-19



Giving thanks to God for pleasant provisions, beneficial circumstances, good health and 
strength is very logical and easy to understand.  However, from a human point of view, 
giving thanks for unpleasant and seemingly harmful and disastrous circumstances is 
difficult – if not impossible- to understand.

Yet God’s Word tells us to give thanks FOR ALL things (Eph 5:20) and IN ALL things ( I 
Thess 5:18) because “…all things are working together for good to the ones living God, 
who are (the) called according to His purpose (Rom 8:28)

God’s provision of contentment enables the NT grace-believer to give thanks for, and in, 
even the seemingly negative things and experiences in our lives.





II Cor 9:8  - God’s grace provides contentment 
(KJV= “sufficiency”) in order to abound unto every 

good work

Context describes the good work of giving of 
material resources

Vs 9  - Literal translation:  “…my grace 
brings contentment to you…”







19th century industrialist, John D. Rockefeller, when 
asked “How much money does it take to be satisfied 
(content)”, replied:  “Just a little bit more.”

Contentment for the spiritual NT grace-believer is the 
ability, provided by God’s grace and learned through 
experience, to realize the reality of true material and 
spiritual needs, resulting in thankfulness to God FOR 
all things and IN all things.


